




Gillian adler is Assistant Professor of Literature at Sarah Lawrence 
College. She has published several essays on medieval romance and, more re-
cently, medieval religious visions. Her current research focuses primarily on 
temporality in medieval narrative and time in the Middle Ages.
Michelle arMstronG-Partida is an Associate Professor at Emory 
University. She specializes in the study of gender, sexuality, and women’s his-
tory in Iberia and the Mediterranean. Her research focuses on the intersection 
of masculinity, violence, and sex. She is the author of Defiant Priests: Domestic 
Unions, Violence, and Clerical Masculinity in Fourteenth-Century Catalunya 
(Cornell, 2017) and co-editor of Women and Community in Medieval and Early 
Modern Iberia (University of Nebraska, 2020). Her current book project is a 
comparative study of concubinous unions among the peasantry, urban poor, and 
merchant class across the late medieval Mediterranean. This research exposes the 
significant population of enslaved, single, married women, and widows, who, by 
circumstance or choice, ended up in an informal union to weave the experiences 
of women at the lowest levels of society into an account of medieval people who 
remained on the margins of marriage. Her project has received support from 
the Institute for Advanced Study (2018-2019) and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (2019-2020). Armstrong-Partida has also embarked on a 
new collaborative project on singlewomen—both enslaved and free—in the late 
medieval Mediterranean with fellow medievalist Susan McDonough. Together 
they have two forthcoming articles on prostitute-concubines and women who 
lived on the spectrum of singleness.
Jenna McKelliPs received her BA from St. Olaf College and her MA from 
the University of Toronto, and she is currently a PhD Candidate in the English 
Department at the University of Toronto, studying gender performance on and 
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prize for this paper.
234mff
http://ir.uiowa.edu/mff/vol56/iss2/
Jane clayton received her BA in English Literature from the University 
of Bristol and an MA in Children’s Literature from the University of Reading 
while teaching English as a secondary school teacher. Following her retirement 
from teaching in 2009 she earned an MA in Women’s Writing of the Long 
Eighteenth Century from the University of Southampton. While working as a 
volunter at the Jane Austen House Museum in Chawton, Hampshire she met 
Professor Diane Watt. A conversation with Professor Watt about the women in 
the Paston letters led to the PhD program at the University of Surrey. My thesis 
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in Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Clerk’s Tale” in Ecozon@.
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